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“There is no explicit requirement in the IDEA or the part B regulations to include a medical diagnosis as part of the eligibility determination for any of the disability categories. The purpose of the evaluation conducted in accordance with 34 CFR A7 A7300.304 through 300.311 is to determine whether the child qualifies as a child with a disability and the nature and extent of the educational needs of the child. 
Under 34 CFR A7300.304(b)(1), in conducting the evaluation, the public agency must use a variety of assessment tools and strategies to gather relevant functional, developmental, and academic information about the child that may assist in determining whether the child is a child with a disability and the educational needs of the child. That information could include information from a physician, if determined appropriate, to assess the effect of the child’s medical condition on the child’s eligibility and educational needs.  However, under 34 CFR A7300.304(b)(2), no single measure or assessment may be used as the sole criterion for determining whether the child is a child with a disability and for determining an appropriate educational program for the child. 
Under 34 CFR A7300.306(c)(1)(i), in interpreting evaluation data for the purpose of determining whether the child is a child with a disability under part B of the IDEA and the educational needs of the child, the group of qualified professionals and the parent must draw upon information from a variety of sources, including aptitude and achievement tests, parent input, and teacher recommendations, as well as information about the child’s physical condition, social or cultural background, and adaptive behavior. 
Under 34 CFR A7300.306(c)(1)(ii), the public agency must ensure that information obtained from all of these sources is documented and carefully considered. There is nothing in the IDEA or the Part B regulations that would prevent a public agency from obtaining a medical diagnosis prior to determining whether the child has a particular disability and the educational needs of the child. Also, there is nothing in the IDEA or the Part B regulations that would prohibit a State from requiring that a medical diagnosis be obtained for purposes of determining whether a child has a particular disability, such as attention deficit disorder/attention deficit hyperactivity disorder or autism, provided the medical diagnosis is obtained at public expense and at no cost to the parents and is not used as the sole criterion for determining an appropriate educational program for the child. Further, if a State requires a medical diagnosis consistent with the above criteria, such a requirement exceeds the requirements of Part B of the IDEA. 
Under 34 CFR A7300.199(a)(2), the State would be required to identify in writing to the LEAs located in the State, and to the Secretary, that such rule, regulation, or policy is a State-imposed requirement that is not required by Part B of the IDEA and Federal regulations.”
