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WHY CHOOSE CORE?
 
• Integrated learning experience
• Courses fulfill CAP
• Close faculty attention
• Large peer support community
•  Smaller class sizes
•  No extra coursework
•  May earn up to 15 Honors credits
 
 
What Students Say...
 
"Core has been the highlight of UD.  You are able
to learn and connect across disciplinary studies
all while meeting incredible, new people who
share your excitement for learning."
 ~Dawson Vandervort, Core Fellow
 
"I admire the way Core forces students to
reevaluate the subjects they thought they were
well versed in. As someone who enjoys history,
the program shed light on the ways that religion
and philosophy in particular affected events that
I found interesting. Additionally, I really valued
the inclusion of women and people of color
within the curriculum, as it illuminated
narratives that are too often left out.
 -Claudia Jackert, Core Fellow



PROGRAM OVERVIEW
 
The Core Integrated Studies Program
offers a highly innovative, interdisciplinary
curriculum that emphasizes connections
between academic disciplines.  As part of
the 2 1/2  year program, you'll take  a
sequence of courses in the humanities, arts,
and social sciences around a common
theme:  human values in a pluralistic
culture.  Many courses fulfill the
University's Common Academic Program
(CAP) requirements.  No additional
courses are added to your schedule,
allowing you flexibility to pursue all your
interests and goals.  Co-curricular arts and
cultural events related to course content
are also important asepcts of the program.
Through Core, you will gain an
appreciation for the integrated and
collaborative nature of instruction.  
 
 
Structure
During your first year in Core, you'll take a
two-semester course sequence exploring
the humanities disciplines in small
seminars and lecture presentations.

Second-year Core consists of three courses
that build upon first-year concepts that are
carried into discussion of contemporary
issues.  Core concludes in the fall of junior
year with a professional ethics course and a
spring culminating completion ceremony.     
 
Core is open to most academic majors.
While not an Honors or accelerated
program, you may earn up to 15 Honors
credits.  Core will also help improve and
refine your writing skills.  Core student
achievement in writing is routinely found to
meet the highest level of first-year writing
courses at UD.
 

LEARNING-LIVING COMMUNITY
 
Core is the oldest integreated learning-
living community (ILLC) at UD.  As part of
an ILLC, you'll take courses and live in the
same residence hall with some of your
classmates.  You will engage with others
who share similar interests and develop
lasting friendships that extend thoughout
your time at UD.  Many students report
ILLC's are a highlight of their UD
experience.    

  
ACADEMIC SUPPORT
 
You will encounter one of the most
comprehensive academic support
structures at the University during your
experience in the Core Program.  From
highly committed faculty to a large peer
support community, you will receive
much guidance to help you succeed. 
 
Core student leaders provide a multitude
of assistance and encouragement:
 
• Core Fellows- second year Core

students hold weekly study hours and
exam preparations

• Core Resident Assistants-upper-level
students ensure smooth transition and
assistance in the residence hall 

• Core Write Place Consultants-
specially trained, upper-level students
provide writing assistance

• Core House Residents-upper-level
students living in the student
neighborhood offer learning
community engagment


